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Project on National Security Reform

November 26, 2008

President George W, Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

Section 1049 of the National Defense Authonization Act for Fiscal
Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181) required a study of the national
secunty interagency system by an independent, nen-profit, non-
partisan organization. This letter forwards the results of that study,
prepared by the Project on Natienal Secunty Reform, under the
sponsorship of the Center for the Study of the Presidency.

We, twenty-two members of the Guding Coalition of the Project
on National Security Reform, affirm unanimously that the national

secunty of the United States of America 1s fundamentally at nsk.

Our study provides compelling evidence of this nisk and the
mereasing nusabgnment of the national secunty system with a
rapidly changing global security environment. The study analyzes
the problems in the system’s performance, their causes, and their
consequences and proposes an integrated set of reforms for the
Executive Branch and Congress.

We have now turned the Project’s attention to draftng the

necessary legal instruments — an executive order, amendments to



Senate and House rules, and a new national secunty act — to gamn approval of these urgently needed

reforms and the renewal they would brng.

The Project on National Security Reform is ready to assist in consideration and action on a bold

transformation of the national security system.

Respectfully yours,
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ABOUT THE PROJECT
ON NATIONAL SECURITY REFORM

The non-partisan Project on Natonal Secunty Reform (PNSR)) was established to assist the nation

1n identifying and implementing the kind of comprehensive reform that the government urgently
needs. A key component of PNSR’s work has been a thorough analysis of current problems;

PNSR’s working groups have conducted 37 major case studies and 63 mun case studies. Ten analytic
working groups have examined different aspects of the national secunty system and are developmng
recommendations for addressing problems within their respective domains. Three additional groups
will take the products from the main analytic working groups and work with the executive branch and
Congress to develop mechamsms for reform, draft legislative proposals and executve orders, develop
suggested amendments to House and Senate rules, and assist in the implementation of reforms.

The project 1s led by James R. Locher III, a prncipal architect of the Goldwater-Nichols Act that
modernized the joint military system, and sponsored by the Center for the Study of the Presidency
and Congress, which 1s led by Ambassador David Abshire. PNSR's Guading Cealition, compnsed
of distnguished Amernicans with extensive service mn the public and povate sectors, sets strategic
direction for the project. PNSR works closely with Congress, executive departments and agencies,
nenprofit public policy organizations, universities, industry, and private foundations.






